The role of second-look laparotomy in treatment of epithelial ovarian cancer.
Forty-two patients underwent a second-look laparotomy to assess response to systemic chemotherapy for epithelial ovarian cancer. In 20 cases the operation showed no histologic evidence of disease. None of these cases received additional treatment at the time of negative second-look laparotomy. There has only been one recurrence noted in an average follow-up interval of 38.5 months. The remaining 22 cases did have residual carcinoma and 16 have developed progressive carcinoma despite secondary treatment. We found second-look laparotomy to be a safe and reliable assessment tool. However, we could not demonstrate a medical benefit from the procedure.